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What do you already know about
accommodations and modifications?

Classroom Adaptations
Accommodations

Modifications

Practices and procedures that provide
equitable access during instruction or
assessments for students

Changes in what the student is required
to know or do, typically by lowering
the academic expectations against
which the student is to be evaluated

Changes in how students access
information and demonstrate learning
For any student, but could be required
by a committee (ARD, 504, RtI,LPAC,
etc)

Determined by the ARD committee (not
all students with IEPS are modified)
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So how do I modify?

the Vertical Alignment
Document

http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/specialed/staaralt/vertalign/

Students with Academic Goals and
Objectives
•Before goals and objectives are written to modify a
student’s work, use the PLAAFP to identify the ceiling
skills in all levels that impede a student’s progress.
•Students do not have disabilities in science and history.
•It is crucial to clearly define the areas of deficit before
you begin using the Vertical Alignment document to
“drill down.”
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Let’s use our Detective Skills

• First, look at the TEKS.

§110.19 English Language
Arts and Reading, Grade 7

(2) Reading/Vocabulary Development. Students understand new vocabulary and use it when
reading and writing. Students are expected to:
(B) use context (within a sentence and in larger sections of text) to determine or clarify the
meaning of unfamiliar or ambiguous words;

TEKS Vertical Alignment‐Reading
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First…let’s look at the Science TEKS

.

TEKS Vertical Alignment‐Science

(8) Earth and space. The student knows characteristics of the universe. The student is expected
to:
(B) recognize that the Sun is a medium‐sized star near the edge of a disc‐shaped galaxy of stars
and that the Sun is many thousands of times closer to Earth than any other star

Examples
https://tarheelreader.org/
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Examples

Examples

Examples
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Examples
Linear Equations:
Students are asked to rewrite the following equations in slope‐intercept
form:
1. y − 2 = 3(x + 1)
2. y‐10 = 19(x – 9)
One student does not graph the information, but works the distributive
property portion of the assignment only:
1. 3(x + 1)
2. 19(x – 9)

Implementing Specially Designed Instruction
Considerations when examining content adaptations outlined in IEP
Content

Research Based
Methodology

Delivery of Instruction

• A list of the modifications to
content in this subject area
• Modifications to content can
only be determined by an ARD
committee.

• Research‐based methodology
that is included is in the lesson in
addition to the general lesson
plan.
• Determined by teacher

• What is needed by an individual
student, based on the impact of
his/her disability, to access the
general curriculum (i.e. resources,
accommodation(s), use of
methodology(ies)/ strategy(ies))?
• How will the delivery be
adapted for the student?
• Determined by teacher

Implementing Specially Designed Instruction
Tameka is a student with a learning disability that impacts
mathematics calculation.

Adaptation of
Content

Research Based
Methodology

Delivery of
Instruction

Simplified Digits

Chunking

• Steps of multistep
work problems are
bulleted
• Calculator
• Number line
• Extended Time
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Implementing Specially Designed Instruction
Eddie is a student with a learning disability that impacts reading
comprehension and written expression.

• Adaptation of
Content

• Research Based • Delivery of
Methodology
Instruction

Simplified vocabulary

•
•
•
•
•

Pre‐Teach vocabulary • Use a graphic
notebook regularly in
Visuals
class to help aid in
Recorded text
comprehension
Graphic Organizers
• Text to speech
Oral Drafting
composition
(Assistive Technology)

Setting
• Panem – the capitol city
• District 12 (the district farthest from the capitol; a poor coal mining
town)
• Time period is some time in the future when America no longer looks
like it does today.

Characters in Panem
Katniss Everdeen
Katniss’s parents –
Katniss’s
Her
father parents
died,
Her her
father
died, and
and
mother
her mother has
had difficulty
difficulty coping with
copingthe
with
lossthe
loss

teenager who lives in District
12; enjoys hunting; likes a
boy named Gale; Katniss is
the protector of her family

Peeta Mellark

Gale Hawthorne

the baker’s son, who
might have a crush on
Katniss

the boy who is Katniss’s
best friend and hunting
partner

Primrose (Prim) Everdeen
Katniss’s younger sister

Haymitch Abernathy
former winner of the
Hunger Games from District
12, who is now a middle‐
aged man with a drinking
problem
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Reading Adaptations

The FLEXIBLE Principal:
Questions to Ask Before Selecting Potential Adaptations
• Feasible
• Lively
• Eliminated
• EXplicit
• Intentional
• Beneficial
• Limelight
• Evaluated
http://mcpsweb.org/wp‐content/uploads/STRATEGIES‐HANDBOOK.pdf

Keep trying those great strategies!

You never know what strategies might
work until you’ve tried them all!

8

1/4/2018

Resources
• CAST‐ website www.cast.org
• http://mcpsweb.org/wp‐content/uploads/STRATEGIES‐HANDBOOK.pdf
• Lead4ward‐ website http://lead4ward.com/
• Progress in the General Curriculum Statewide Network‐ website www.texaspgc.net
 Stetson & Associates‐ website
http://stetsonassociates.com/resources/differentiated‐instruction‐resources/
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